An Investigation on School Counselor Candidates’ Democratic Tendencies  by Kucukoglu, Adnan & Tasgin, Adnan
 Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  47 ( 2012 )  711 – 716 
1877-0428 © 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and/or peer review under responsibility of Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Uzunboylu 
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.06.722 
CY-ICER 2012 
tendencies  
Adnan Kucukoglua *, Adnan Tasginb  
a  Assist. Prof. Dr.,  
b Rsc. Assist., . Faculty of Education,  Department of Educational Sciences, Erzurum ,25100,Turkey 
 
Abstract 
The 
study 
Guidance and Counseling Department 2011-2012 academic year in the fall semester. As a result of this research in which survey 
method is used, it was determined that the teacher candidates stated positive views for democratic tendencies, according to the 
gender variance in the freedom of expression dimension, the democratic tendencies of men are higher than women and the more 
grade level increase, the more the average of democratic tendencies increase.  
 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
It is possible to say that the most important mission of the education 
s that the aim of the democratic education is to educate the citizen being 
independent, inquisitive and analytical outlook on life and knowing the rules and applications of the democracy 
thoroughly.  
 
development of universal and social values and qualities. In this context, educators agree on the subject that having 
democratic understanding and democratic behavior skills should be in the list of qualifications required by a teacher 
Rogers (1969) has emphasized that the people who will be trained and work in the field of psychological counseling 
in the teacher training institutions should be trained suitable for humanistic education (humanistic approach). 
According to the humanistic approach, the teacher is a personality being sensitive, helpful, specially trained in his 
field and in the field of human relations, be able to show empathy, natural and unaffected, having a friendly 
approach to the students, avoiding judgmental attitudes and exhibiting democratic behavior (Rosenshine and 
Stevens 1986; Confery 1990; cit. 
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counselor teachers should be acquired the characteristics such as reliable, objective, communication, empathy, 
tolerance and having democratic attitude for the reason that they can act suitable for these properties not only for 
their education but also for their work (Hackney and Cormier, 2008; Bulut, 2006). 
and Varol, 200
teachers and teachers candidates were handled and examined from the various aspects in this literature. However, 
the democratic tendencies of the teachers candidates 
Especially, the investigation of the democratic tendencies of school counselor candidates, who are expected to have 
more democratic tendencies according to the other teaching departments, is seen important.  
try to answer the following questions; 
o their gender?   
 
2. Method 
democratic tendencies. In descriptive survey method, the access of the science to generalizations on observation, 
recording, detection of relations between the events and on the controlled unchanging principles is the case 
s a research approach aiming to describe a case being in the past or 
existing at that time as is (Karasar, 1984: 79). 
2.1. Participants 
Faculty of Education Guidance and Counseling Department. Within the scope of research any sample did not 
various reasons while the scale were applied, m
to gender and grade level variables are given in Table 1. 
Table 1: Number of Teacher Candidates According to Independent Variables 
 
Pa
rt
ic
ip
an
ts
 
        Variable f % 
 
Gender 
Female 143 54,2 
Male 121 45,8 
Total 264 100,0 
 
University Grade 
1st.Grade 66 25,0 
2nd. Grade 53 20,1 
3rd. Grade 77 29,2 
4th. Grade 68 25,8 
Total 264 100,0 
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2.2. Instrumentation 
 In the research, it was benefited from the four-
e school 
-point likert type. Grading is 
strongly disagree (1.00 1.80), very few agree (1.81 2.60), partially agree (2.61 3.40), strongly agree (3.41 4.20) 
and completely agree (4.21-
consistency coefficient calculated depending on the analysis of the items is ,
calculated in this study and was found as ,73. 
 
2.3.Data Analysis 
Independent T-test and one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used for determining whether there is a 
difference in analysis of variance between which group was determined by Benferonni test which does not require 
the same sample. Significance level was considered as p<0,05. 
3. Findings  
T-test was applied for determining whether there is a significant difference in school counsel
democratic tendencies according to the gender variable. Analysis results are presented in Table 2. 
 
Table: 2  Gender 
 
 
It is seen in Table 2 that females ( X =4,18) stated  and the males ( X =4,21) stated 
  to democratic tendencies. It can be said that school counselor candidates stated positively for 
the democratic tendencies because of the fact that they should be exhibit the democratic behavior. When Table 2 is 
analyzed, the democratic tendencies of teacher candidates according to the gender variable show significant 
difference (p<,05) in the dimension Freedom of Expression. When the means are considered, the males ( X =4,11)  
gave his opinion related democratic tendencies on the dimension of freedom of expression much more than the 
females ( X =3,85).  
 
The results of analysis of variance applied for determining whether there is a differentiation of school counselor 
ratic tendencies in grade level or not took place in Table 3.  
 
Table: 3  
 
Components Grade N Mean df F Sig.  
 1st.Grade 66 4,02 3-263   2nd-3rd 
Components Gender N Mean sd t Sig. 
The Democratic Level of 
Prospective Teachers 
Female 143 4,02 ,43 -,048 ,96 
Male 121 4,02 ,47 
The Democratic Approach to 
Students 
Female 143 4,28 ,76 ,29 ,77 
Male 121 4,26 ,70 
Class Management Female 143 4,69 ,40 ,92 ,36 
Male 121 4,65 ,56 
Freedom of Expression Female 143 3,85 ,72 -2,87 ,005* 
Male 121 4,11 ,73 
Total Female 143 4,18 ,38 -,55 ,59 
Male 121 4,21 ,43 
714   Adnan Kucukoglu and Adnan Tasgin /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  47 ( 2012 )  711 – 716 
The Democratic Level of 
Prospective Teachers 
2nd. Grade 53 3,84 4,324 ,005* 2nd-4th 
3rd. Grade 77 4,10 
4th. Grade 68 4,09 
 
The Democratic Approach to 
Students 
1st.Grade 66 4,32 
3-263 
 
2,574 
 
,054 
- 
2nd. Grade 53 4,08 
3rd. Grade 77 4,41 
4th. Grade 68 4,22 
 
Class Management 
1st.Grade 66 4,77 
3-263 
 
5,023 
 
,002* 
1st-2nd 
2nd-3rd 
 
2nd. Grade 53 4,47 
3rd. Grade 77 4,74 
4th. Grade 68 4,64 
 
Freedom of Expression 
1st.Grade 66 3,89 
3-263 
 
3,177 
 
,025* 
1st-4th 
2nd. Grade 53 3,86 
3rd. Grade 77 4,02 
4th. Grade 68 4,16 
 
Total 
1st.Grade 66 4,19 
3-263 
 
5,189 
 
,002* 
2nd-3rd 
2nd-4th 2nd. Grade 53 4,01 
3rd. Grade 77 4,28 
4th. Grade 68 4,23 
 
When the results of analysis is examined in Table 3, a significant difference  has not been found in school 
variable. On the other hand, a significant difference has been found in the dimensions of teacher  being 
democratic (p<,05), classroom management (p<,05), and freedom of expression (p<,05). It has been determined that 
teacher candidates attending 3rd grade ( X =4,10) and 4th grade ( X =4,09) has higher democratic tendency mean 
scores than teacher candidates attending 2nd grade ( X =3,84) relating being democratic of teacher candidate; relating 
to classroom management being educated teachers in 1st grade ( X =4,77) and the ones in 3rd grade ( X =4,74) has 
higher democratic tendency mean scores than the ones being educated in 2nd grade ( X =4,47), when it comes to the 
freedom of expression, candidate teachers attending 4th grade ( X =4,16) has higher democratic tendency mean score 
than the ones in 1st grade ( X =3,89).  In addition, a significant difference (p<,05)  has been found when the 
democratic tendency mean scores in total of school counselor candidates are analyzed. In general total, the teacher 
candidates educated in 3rd grade ( X =4,28) and 4th grade ( X =4,23) has higher democratic tendency scores than the 
ones educated in 2nd grade ( X =4,01).  To that end, it can be said that the more the grade level increases, the more 
the means of democratic tendencies increase. 
4. Result and Conclusions 
amined in terms of the gender 
and grade level variables. Among the school counselor candidates, the females ( X =4,18) stated , 
the males ( X =4,21) stated positively to the democratic tendencies. Expression positively of 
school counselor candidates to the democratic tendencies for the fact that they should be exhibit democratic 
behaviors is an expected result.  According to the research findings, a significant difference in democratic tendencies 
Do
females on 
democratic attitudes. This situation can 
rights. According to the results of research, it has been found that between the teacher candidates the males have 
more democratic tendencies on freedom of expression subdimension of democratic tendencies than the females. 
Being an expected and supported situation of the  expressing himself in social and cultural structure may be 
has an impact to this result.   
It has been found that democratic tendencies of school counselor candidates attending 3rd grade and 4th grade are 
similar and their democratic tendency means are higher than the other grades. This result is consistent with the 
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tinuing university 
life and training teaching profession on developing democratic behaviors in terms of the being democratic of teacher 
candidate, being democratic of student, freedom of expression, classroom management dimensions.  
In conclusion, for the fact that the people who will be trained and work in the field of psychological counseling in 
the teacher training institutions should be trained suitable for humanistic education (humanistic approach), 
ing to undergraduate education especially in first years, 
appropriate environment and opportunities should be created for them to have democratic awareness.  
Following recommendations were developed at the end of the study. 
 democratic attitudes on formation of the democratic tendencies can be 
examined.  
 Training programs may be revised by taking into account their effect on democratic attitudes, 
 More comprehensive and comparative researches can be made.  
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